
Citing a WEBSITE in MLA 8 
Citing websites (pages found with Google/Bing, NOT database articles) can be challenging, mainly 

because there are no real standards for which information is provided or where to find it.  Use the form 

below to build your citations.  Find as much information as possible and type in this order, separated by 

the punctuation indicated. 

 

Some examples: 

“Bill Gates.” Biography, A&E Networks, 2017, biography.com/people/bill-gates-9307520. 

Popescu, Adam. “What It’s Like Living in California’s Mountain Lion Country.” BBC, 19 Dec. 2017, 

bbc.com/future/story/20171218-what-its-like-living-in-californias-mountain-lion-country.  

 “RMS Titanic.” Encyclopedia Titanica, 2017, encyclopedia-titanica.org/. 

“Welcome to Lisbon.” Lonely Planet, 2017, lonelyplanet.com/portugal/lisbon. 

Wu, Tim. “The Bitcoin Boom: In Code We Trust.” The New York Times, 18 Dec. 2017, 

nytimes.com/2017/12/18/opinion/bitcoin-boom-technology-trust.html. 

1. Author. 
 

Person(s) or Group.  Last, First.   
It is common for websites to leave off the author’s name.  If provided, it will typically be 
found near the top of the page, directly under the article/page title. 

2. “Title of 
Source.” 

The article, or webpage title, type in “Quotation Marks”, properly capitalized.   
This is typically large and bold, at the top of the page. 

3. Title of 
Container, 

The OVERALL website name, in Italics, properly capitalized. 
This is typically found in the logo or header of the page.  It should NOT look like a URL.  
Example: Biography, NOT biography.com.  The New York Times, NOT nytimes.com 

4. Other 
Contributors, 

This is nearly always left blank for webpages. - SKIP 

5. Version, This is nearly always left blank for webpages. - SKIP 

6. Number, This is nearly always left blank for webpages. - SKIP 

7. Publisher, The company or organization responsible.   
Typically found at the bottom of the page, often as part of the copyright (example: Copyright 
2018, University of Michigan). If it is the SAME as the Title of Container (and it often is on 
websites), SKIP. 

8. Pub. Date, Format: Day Month Year. It’s ok to abbreviate.   Example: 5 Nov. 2017 
Look for the date under the article title or at the bottom of the article.  Last resort, use the 
copyright date (year) from the bottom of the page. 

9. Location, The URL. 
Copy and paste from the address bar.  Shorten by cutting out the http://www.  


